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ABSTRACT

This report presents preliminary findings from a mail
survey of all optometrists licensed to practice in the State of North
Dakota. The survey was conducted in 1973 by the International
Association of Boards of Examiners in Optometry as part of a national
endeavor to collect data on all optometrists in the United States.
Approximately 97 percent of the 76 optoaetrists who were sent
questionnaires responded. Thus, the professional characteristics of
an overvhelaing majority of optometrists are described in the report.
Tabulated data shov the number of optometrists by: (1) county of
primary practice, (2) age and sex, (3) school and year of graduation,
(4) activity status and age, (5) principal fora of eaployment and
age, (6) years of practice and use of supplementary personnel, (7)
primary specialty and age, and (8) type of activity and age. A sample
questionnaire is included in the report. (EB)
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DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states:
“No person In the United States shall, on the
ground of race, color, or national origin, be
excluded from participation In, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity receiving Federal
financial assistance." Therefore, health manpower
data collection, like every program or activity
receiving financlal assistance from the Department
of  Health, Education, and MWelfare, must be
operated In compliance with this law.

DISCRIMINATION ON B3ASIS QF SEX PROHIBITED

Section 799A of the PHS Act, as amended by the
Comprehensive Health Manpower Training Act of 1971
(P.L. 92-157), prohiblits the Secretary, DHEW, from
making a contract, grant, loan guarantee, or
interest subsidy payment under Title VIl of the
PHS Act to or for the benefit of any school of
medicine, osteopathy, denti.*ry, veterinary
medicine, optometry, pharmacy, podiatry, or public
heaith or sny training center for allied health
personnel wunless the applicaticn for such support
contalins assurances satisfactory to the Secretary
that the school or training center will not
discriminate on the basis of sex in the admission
of Individu3ls to its tralning programs.
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| NTRODUCT | ON

The International Assocliation of Boards of Examiners in
Optometry in 1973, <conducted a mall survey of all
optometrists licensed to practice In the State of North Dakota.
The survey was conducted concurrently with the optometrists’
reregistration with the State Licensing Board.

This report presents preliminary findings from the survey,
as furnished by optometrists in the State who completed and
returned questionnaires. Approximately 97 percent of the 76
optometrists in the State who were ient questionnaires responded.
Thus the professional characteristics of an overwhelming
majority of optometrists in the State are described here.

The survey of optometrists In North Dakota is part of a national
endeavor to collect data on all optometrists in the United
States. Optometric llcensing boards In all States are
utilizing the same questionnaire to survey optometrists
licensed in thelr respective States. As data collection s
completed for each State, similar individual State reports
will be Iissued. A more comprehensive national report will
be published after data collection Is completed for all
States. The Division of Manpower Intelligence, Bureau of
Health Resources Development, Health Resources Administration, Is
coordinating this national survey program done under
contract, to assist the profession in developing a data base
for optometric manpower, The goal is to make basic data on
health manpower available, at the earlliest date possible, to
States, countles, planning agencies, and other Interested
parties.

For purposes of this survey, active optometrists are defined
as those currently in patient care ioptometrlc practice),
teaching, research, and administration. Those categorized
as full-time are In practice 30 or more hours per week,
Practicing  optometrists include only those optometrists
engaged in patient care. The questionnaire used in this survey
s included as an appendix to this vreport. It should be
noted that all items in the tables that follow are comparable to
those found on the questionnaire, from a definitional
standpoint. In some tables, asterisks may be used to denote
data omitted to preserve confidentiality of Indlviduals,




The preparation of this report has been made possible through
tha cooperation of the entire profession of optometry, the
State Licensing Board, the Manpower Resources and
Requirements Branch of the Division of Manpower
intelligence, and the Optometric Manpower Resources Project,
Suite 206, 1730 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
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HIGHLIGHTS

in the State of North Dakota, 96 percent of the optometrists
were reported as being active, i.e., engaged in patient care,
teaching, research, and administration. Of the total number of
optometrists in the State, 95 percent were in patient care.

The largest number of active optometrists in a single county in
North Dakota were reported in Ward County: 9 optometrists,
or 13 percent of ail those in the State.

Thirty percent of the active optometrists were under &0
years of age; €2 percent were between 40 and 59 years; and 8
percent were 60 years or older.

The school graduating the largest number of active optometrists
in the State -< 24 or 34 percent -- was Northern I(llinois
College of Optometry.

Of the active optometrists, 90 percent were workins, 30 or more
hours a week.

In the State of North Dakota, 86 percent of the active
optometrists were self-empioyed, with 63 percent in solo
practice. Of ail employed optometrists, the greatest number were
employed by Professional Corporations.

Eighty-nine percent of the practicing optometricts, I.e. those
engaged Iin patient care, reported that they employed
supplementary personnel to assist them.

0f the practicing optometrists reporting a specialty, the
greatest number reported Contact Lenses.

The vast majority, 70 or 99 percent, of the active optometrists
in the State were in optometric practice.

1/




TABLE 1.

HOABER OF OPTONBTRISTS BY COUNTY OF PRINARY PRACTICE :
North Dakota, 1973

COUNTY OF TOTAL ACTIVE OPTOREBTRISTS

PRIAARY PRACTICE OPTONRTRISTS OPTOEBTRISTS 1/ IN PATIBNT CARE

TOTAL [ 7 70 B
ADAMS. .ovvvrnvrnnnnennnnnns 1 1 1
LY 1] T S 3 3 2
BOTTINEBAU.....coovvnnnnnens 1 1 1
BOUMAN ..evuvrnvnnnnnocnnnns 1 1 1
BURLEIGH . .cuuceeeueococnns 7 7 7
CASS.eviiviirorunnsoceennnns 5 1 4
CAVALIER.......c0o0uvennnns 1 1 1
DICKEL . .ueceeeroeecnnennnes 1 1 1
DIVIDE ..cvvevuecercennnnnas 1 1 1
LT LT0) - SO 1 1 1
¥ STER evvvreneoennnecnanns 1 1 1
GRAND PORKS....e0vcecernnn. 6 6 6
GRIGGS .ovvvvvncrvennnonnnns 1 1 1
HETTINGEBR.....0vvveneennnn. 1 1 1
MCINTOSH. ceuvvroeennnnnanss 1 1 1
ACKENZIE......coovvnvnnnnss 1 1 1
MERCER ....uvvvvvvnnncennnn, 1 1 1
MORTON .. ..ovvvuveennnnnnnss 2 2 2
PEHBINA . ccvvrieennnnnnnnnns 1 1 1
RANSEY .vvvrrnnoeennnnnnnns 4 ] !
RANSOM . ...vviinnnnnnnennn. 1 1 1

)/ INCLUDES OPTOMETRISTS ENGAGED IN PATIENT CARE, TEACHING, RESEARCH, AND

ADNINISTRATION,

eeo CONTINUED




TABLE 1. (CONCLODED)

NUNBER OF OPTOMETRISTS BY COUMNTY OF PRINARY PRACTICE :
North Dakota, 1973

PR IS S SR SR e ettt ettt deded ettt de d e d e d d ke de e

CouNTY oF TOTAL ACTIVE OPTOAETRISTS
PRINARY PRACTICE OPTOARTRISTS OPTOARTRISTS V/ IN PATIRNT CARR

RIC"L‘.D----.----‘looo-oo--oooo 2 2

.ollrr'00000000000000000000000 1 1

W - N

Sr.axc--cc-----o---o--ooooooooo

&
L 4

ST'lL! Ceeeeeer PRttt
srutsn"0-0-000-0000-.00..000.
'.LS" CROR IR RN I AR R N

'.'D.0.00000000..0.0..00.0000..

o W U -
- W W U -
0w W W -

WEBLLS..oeeereerocscoccosscsanes 1
WILLIAMS «vvvvvennrerernnaanaes 5 “ .

1/ INCLUDES OPTONETRISTS BWGAGED IN PATIENT CARE, TEACHING, RRSEARCH, AWD
ADNINISTRATION. ’




Table 2.

NUNEER AND PERCEMT DISTRIBUTION OF ACTIVE OPTOMETRISTS BY AGE AMD SEX:
North Dakota, 1973

Nuater of Active Optometrists Percent Distributiea
Age in Years Both Nale “Fesale  Both Bale  Fesale

Sexes Sexes

ALL AGES..., 71 71 0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under 3Ceceocococes L] 4 0 5.6 5.6 0.0

I0=39% seesvcccocces 17 17 0 23,9 23.9 0.0

40-49ceovvvvcccsnss 28 28 0 39. 4 39.4 0.0

50-59¢ ces0s0ssssoss 1€ 16 0 22.5 22,5 0.0

6C~69cccescssscsnss € $ 0 8.5 8.5 0.0

7C and Ov€Ceoscoces 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Mot Repcrtedecececss 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0




North Dakota, 1973 \

Year of Graduation
school All 1970
of Active Before 1930~ 1940~ 1950~ 1960~ or
Graduation Optometrists 1y 1930 1939 1949 1959 1969 later

6
Table 3.
NUMBER OF ACTIVE CETIOMEIRISTS, BY SCHOOL AND YEAR OF GRADUATION:

AlL SCHCOLS.. (A 0 ] 13 22 21 2
Ohio Stat€cccse 1 " * * * * *
I11inoisceceess 20 0 0 3 5 10 0
ScutherNececces 4 0 0 0 3 1 0
PacifiCeeccccans 13 0 ¢ 0 2 9 1
HcustoNecoooone 1 " * » " * »
Indian@cceceacses 1 * * * * " .
California

(Berkely) sese 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angele€.ces 1 ] ] ] " * .
fennsylvaniac.. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
-Bassachusetts.. 0 0 c 0 0 0 0
Ncrthern

IllinoiScccee 24 0 5 8 7 0 0
Chicagce

(Monrce)oaeae 6 0 0 0 5 0 O
Columbiadeceececes 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NeedleSseecceses 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rochestereceees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sontrealeecocees 0 0 0 0 0 0
WaterloCeecocees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CtheCeccecovnns 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Not Repcrted. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

J/ 1Includes those oftcmetrists whu did not report year cf graduation.

* Lata onitted to preserve confidentiality of individuals.




Table 4.

NUMBEBR OF CPIONMETRISTS, BY ACTIVITY STATUS ABC AGBE:
North Dakota, 1973

Age in Years

Activity All Under 30~ 40- 80-  60- 70 and

status Ages YV 30 39 49 59 69 over
TCTALccooces 74 4 17 28 17 7 1
ACTIVE............. 1’ " 11 28 16 6 °

Working 30 or
pore hourSeeecee 64 ] 1 25 16 -] 0

Working less than

30 hcurSeeeeces 7 0 3 3 0 1 0
Iuac?xv!........... 3 o ° o 1 ‘ 1
Retiredescececcee 2 * L JC 'y * *
Unenployed....... /] 0 0 0 0 0 0

Recent
gradvate 2/.. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other
unengloyedesse 0 0 0 0 0 0 .- 0

All cther

inactivecseeoooe 1 i * * * * ®
Not Reported.sceses c 0 0 0 0 0 0

1/ 1Includes those optometrists who did not report year of birth.
2/ Graduvate of optometry school within past 12 montks.
# Data omitted to preserve confidentiality of individuwals.




Table S.

NUMEER OF ACTIVE OPTCHMETRISTS, BY PRINCIPAL PORM OF EMPLOYMENT AND AGE:
North Dakota, 1973

Age in Years

Principal Pora of All Onder 30- 40- 50- 60- 70 and
Esployment Mges 1/ 30 39 49 59 69 over
TOTALeeeeoocnee n 4 17 28 16 6 0
SEL? EHPLCY!B. 200 00000 61 3 15 23 15 5 °
Solo practicessceces us 1 10 19 1 4 0
Pattnetshipooooooooo 14 1 5 4 k| 1 0
GtouFooooooooooooooo 2 * * ] ] ] *®
EMPLOYELceecoocescocss 8 1 2 4 1 0 0
Profescsicnal
cotFotationoo secee 3 0 1 1 1 0 0
Federal governsent
(Military) eecevees 1 * * * * * *
Pederal gcvernament
(Nor-military) eess ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0
State or local
gOVELDMeNtececoooe 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other cptcmetriste.. 1 * * % % 'y 'y
Ophthalsclogisteeees 2 * * ' ' ' *
PhYSiCianooooooooooo 1 ] ] ] ] *® *®
Fire or
" manufactureCescees 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Non-prcfit organizatn
or institutioneeeo 0 U 0 0 0 0 0
Multidisciplinary grp
Ptacticeoooooooooo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
othet............... c ° ° ° ° ° °
Not Reportedesccccssos 2 * * * * ® *

1/ 1Includes the optometrists who did not report year of birth.

* Lata ositted to preserve confidentiality of individuals.




Table 6,

NUMBER OF PRACTICING OFTONETRISTS, BY YEARS IN PRACTICE AND
USE CP SUFPLEMENTAFY PERSONNEL:
North Dakota, 1973

Optometrists in Patient Care

Enploying Supplesentary Personnel 1/

Years in Etactice Total Nuaber Percent

ALL LENGTHS OP PRACTICE.ess. 70 62 88.6
Less than 10ccccccccccccss 13 12 92.3
LR k- 27 23 85.2
2C-29 0000 vess0ssvccccnne 22 21 95,5
30-39cseecesscsccvassecnss 3 3 100,0
U0 OC BOTE€cecccssvsvscsnsns 3 1 33.3
Not Reportedecececsccscssscs 2 2 100.0

1/ 1Includes secretaries, receptionists, paroptometric personnel,
dispensing cpticians, optical and contact lenses technicians.




10

Table 7.

NUMBER OF PRACTICING OPTOMETRISTS, BY PRIMARY SPECIALTY AND AGE:
North Dakota, 1973

Optometrists in Patient Care

Age in Years

Prisary Al Under 30- 40- 50- 60~ 70 and .
Specialty Ages i/ 30 39 49 59 69 over
ALL SPECIALTIESceceo 7¢C 4 17 27 16 6 0

Contact lensesceee €1 3 15 22 8 3 0
visual training... 1 * 'y 'y & & *
Subnormal vision.. : 1 'y 'y 'y 'y ' *
Cevelcpumental

viSicCheoseovososes 1 L ] [ ] ] * *
Occupaticnal

'1810ﬂ.ooooooooo 3 ° ° 2 ° 1 °
Aniscikonic

the[a;y......... ° 0 0 0 0 (4] 0
Other :‘;/oooooooooo ) ) £, 0 0 4 0 0
Nct ﬂepctted...... 9 ’ 1 2 2 2 2 0

1/ Includes those oftometrists who did not report year of birth.

2/ Includes those cptometrists reporting 100 perceat of theirt tisme
gpent it general practice.

* Data omitted to preserve confidentiality of individuals,
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Table 8.

NUMBER OF ACTIVE OPTOMETRISTS, EY TYPE OF ACTIVITY AND AGE:
North Dakota, 1972

Age in Years

Type of M1l Under 3e- 40- 50- 60~ 70 and

Activity Ages Yy 30 39 49 59 69 Over

ALL ACTIVITIES 2/... M 4 17 28 16 ) 0
Optoametric .

PracticCe€eececosce 70 4 17 27 16 6 0
Teachinq....f..... 0 0 0 0 "0 0 0
ResearcChececesacee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Adsinistrationses. ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0
OtheCecessssacsces ‘c 0 0 0 0 0 0
Not ERepcrtedececes 1 * * * * * *

1/ Includes those oftometrists vho did not report year of birth.

2/ Nusters may add to more than total as optometrists may report
more than cne activity.

* Data omitted to preserve confidentiality of individuals.




SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE

| INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS

TOF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY. INC. —

O.M.B. No. 68572031

Approval Expires 12:31.73

i
r
National Census
Optometric Manpower Resources
) T
NAME:  Dr 1 AEERR | [ ]
(1-19) Last (16-26) First Mi 7)
PRIMARY PLACE OF PRACTICE !
{or Residence if not Number and Street (28-47)
practicing optometry)
DO NOT WRITE
IN THIS SPACE City
ST
jHEEEEREREREE I
co State Zip Code
(48:52)
64 ¢35 68
cT
67 68 69 70
sm| | = -
71 72 73 74 Social  Security Number
(s3-61)
(75900 1.  In which States do you currently hold an ACTIVE LICENSE to practice Optometry?
(91:92) 2.  Present State of Residence: —
(93.94) 3. Year of Birth:
(93) 4, Sex: 1 Male
2 Female
t9r» 5.  Racial/Ethnic Category:
1 White/Caucasian 6 All Other
‘ (Specify)
2 . Black/Negro Also mark if applicable:
3 Japanese/Chinese 7 Mexican American
4 Other Asian 8 Puerto Rican
5 Indian/E skimo/Aleut 9 Other Latin American

13




1108y 4 . Associate

13 —— Columbia
1/ —— Needles

1S —— Rochester

16 —— Montreal
17 —— Waterloo
18 —— OTHER

Other

None

HIGHEST Level of FORMAL Education Attained: (Check appropriate boxes in grid)

6 or more

(97.98) 6.  Graduated from optometry school in 19— (Year)
199-100) Name of School:
01 ___ Ohio State 07 __ California (Berkeley)
02 __ lllinois 08 __ Los Angeles
03 __ Southern 09 . Pennsyivania
04 ___ Pacific 10 . Massachusetts
05 ___ Houston 11— Northern lllinois
06 ___. Indiana 12 __ Chicago (Monroe)
Degrees Earned in addition to Optometric: (Check all that apply and Indicate in what field.)
tuon 1 ——. Doctorate
(102 2 Master's 110%) S
(109 3 .. Bachelor's tioe) 6
YEARS
COMPLETED
0 1
COLLEGE
tilony | Pre-Optometry
t1os) | Optometry
1109 | Post-Oprometry
YT TR S

| R

pJ—

Yes, full time.

Yes, part time.

Proceed to ltem 8

6

In what field are you active?

Are you currently active in optometry? (Include patient care, teaching, and administration.)

No, retired.

No, unemployed (recent graduate of
optometry school)

No, unemployed (not recent graduate of
optometry school)

No, not active in optometry.

STOP!

Remainder of questionnaire does not apply.
Please return questionnaire.

14




8. PRINCIPAL Form ct employment:

(111:112) 01 ___Self-employe:i - Solo practice
02 ___Self-employed - Partnership practice , Ifin a w,mm group &?&.’
’ . . of corporation, many .
03 __Seif-employed - Group practice ETRISTS are there in the parter.
04 ___Employed by professional corporation established after 1969 s ship COUNTING YOURSELF? —
(113-114)
05 ____Employed by - Federal government -
(Military, Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, etc.) (Specily)
06 ____ Employed by - Federal Government (non-military)
(Specity)
07 —_Employed by - State or local government
{(Specity)
08 ____ Employed by - Optometrist(s)
09 ____ Employed by - Ophthalumologist(s)
10 ___Employed by - Physician(s) other than ophthalmologist(s)
11 ____ Employed by - Firm or factur: ofit maki -
mployed by - Firm or manufacturer (pr ng) TXaeciy]
12 ___ Employed by - Non-profit organization or institution
(Specity)
13 ___ Employed in Multidisciplinary Group Practice S
(Socify)

14 OTHER {Specity)

9.  Approximately what PERCENT of your time do you usually spend in each of the following activities?

(115-117) 1 %  Optometric practice
(118-120) 2 %  Teaching (as related to optometry)
(m‘-:;i: 3 %  Optometric research: O Clinical, O Basic science, O Other
(125-127) 4 %  Administration (in schools or colleges, associations, etc.)
(126130) ] % OTHER (Specily)
100%

If ZERO % of your time is spent in OPTOMETRIC PRACTICE, STOP! and return questionnaire.
Otherwise, continue.

(131:332) 10. Practice Optometry: __ ___ Weeks per year (excluding vacations)

(133-134) ——Hours per week (available for patient care)

(135-138) 11. Years in practice:

1137.138) 12. In what YEAR do you intend to retire?

. 13. How many CLOCK hours of personal attendance did you devote to continuing education during the past 12 months?
(139-140) In courses sponsored by Schools or Colleges? —___ Hours
(141-142) In other sponsored educational mee:'ngs? ——_____Hours

18,




14.  PRIMARY Specialty: (check only one and indicate % of time spent in that Specialty)

(143) 1 Contact Lenses — . % S —— Occupational Vision %
2 Visual Training/Orthoptics % 6 Aniseikonic Therapy. %
(164-106) 3—__Subnormal Vision/Low Vision——. % -7 OTHER : , %
{Specify)
4 Developmental Vision %

(147.130) 1S. Number of VISION ANALYSES performed by YOU in the last 12 months;
(1s1.188) 16. How many individuals do you estimate are under your care?

(198) 17. in your optometric practice, do you EMPLOY supplementary personnel to assist you?

1] YES 2.__NO

Piease indicate below, the NUMBER of personnel in each category that
MOST CLOSELY describes their duties. (Indicate only one category for each

individual) ‘
FOR YOU ALONE FOR YOU & ASSOCIATES
Full-Time Part-Time Full-Time P t-Time
v, Recentionist 187 1e8) 175178 195.194)
se¢ Paraoptometric Personnel

Grad. 1 yr Paraopt. program —_— —_— e
(198) TG (177-178) (195:196)

Grad. 2 yr Paraopt. program
(139 (168) (179-180) (197-199)

Received formal training but
[ t — + m——
did not complete program (160) (169) (181-182) (182:200;
Office trained only — —_—
(161) (170) (183-104) (201-202)
Dispensing Optician — e
(162 (171) (183:106) (203-204)
Optical Technician (shopman) —_— -
(163) (172) (187-180) (208-206)
Contact Lens Technician —_— —_—
(164) T%E]) (189-190) (207-208)
{Specily) (163) 17e) (191-192) (209-210)

sssAnyone who performs technical duties beyond those performed by a secretary and/or
receptionist, and excluding Dispensing Optician, Optical Technician, Contact Lens
Technician

In your optometric practice, do you utilize the OUTSIDE scr;ices of:

(211 Dispensing Optician(s)? 1——— YES 2_____NO
(232 Optical Laboratory(s)? 1—_ YES 2____NO
(213 Contact Lens Lab(s)/ Technician(s)? 1 YES 2_____NO

18. If you have made entries under FOR YOU & ASSOCIATES in the full-time or part-time columns in Item 17 above,
(216-218) how many associates, COUNTING YOURSELF, share these personnei?

(216-217) Of these associates, how many are OPTOMETRISTS, COUNTING YOURSELF?

COMMENTS:

16




